
Words Stephanie Russo 

A Queensland home that hits all the right notes

Y O U  B E AU T Y

The home has a sense of coastal 

charm and sophisticated luxury
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W
hen this young family of four 

decided to update their 1960s 

brick home, their brief to 

builder Nick O’Shea was to take 

inspiration from The Little House 

on the Prairie series but with a modern approach — 

particularly the pared-back, clutter-free look with 

well-designed furniture and superior natural light 

from open spaces. All of these features contributed 

to a dramatic about-face for their now beautiful 

home in Brisbane’s suburb of Wilston. Together, 

O’Shea & Sons Builders and its clients aimed to 

create a home that sat quietly and sympathetically 

on the land. 

“The clients were looking for a reputable builder 

who could understand their needs and deliver on their 

expectations,” says Nick. “This was to be their ‘forever’ 

home and it had also been a decade in the making.” 

Ample land allowed the builders to move freely, and 

the wide street provided parking for the many trades 

required to undertake the masterful build. Despite the 

challenge of fi nishing the house up above the overland 

fl ow on the property, this new abode meets every 

expectation. The result is swoon-worthy, with a layout 

and style that suit the family to a T.

There was a meeting of minds between Nick and the 

owners, and the project was completed with few hiccups. 

On the ground level alone, it features a generously 

proportioned outdoor area, kitchen, living and dining 

spaces, two studies, TV room and double garage, while 

the top fl oor incorporates the bedrooms and rumpus. 
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“The kitchen is a showstopper, a place where the 

owners can cook, eat and even entertain. It features 

Hamptons-style joinery with stone benchtops that 

really make a statement,” says Bart Olszanowski from 

Allfi t Cabinet Solutions. 

The benefi ts of indoor–outdoor living are obvious 

in this design; the tranquillity of nature and welcome 

fresh air come straight into the home. The connection 

between indoors and out makes the rooms feel lighter 

and more expansive, and encourages fl ow between 

the spaces. The outdoor area includes a kitchen that 

provides a stylish place to lounge, entertain and enjoy 

the warm sun in winter and a cool space in summer. 

“The statement front verandah and entry reaches out 

to welcome visitors, and the picket fence adds impact,” 

says Nick. “The deep deck at the rear provides shade 

from our Queensland sun, while the contemporary 

low-maintenance cladding from James Hardie takes the 

place of traditional timber weatherboards.”

“With this Hamptons recreation, the devil is in the 

detail,” continues Nick. “These include the larger-than-

standard window reveals and hoods, beautiful gables, 

the sensational front door, rooms fl ooded with natural 

light, and spaces that connect seamlessly. In regards 

to that all-important home hardware, we enlisted the 

experts from Mitre 10 Mega, Beenleigh to supply a 

wide range of materials for the space.”

O’Shea & Sons Builders approach each new 

project in accordance with its peculiarities and needs. 

The company never employs the same style for all 

projects; rather, it cultivates an overall coherence in its 

planning approach that makes this builder the best in 

the business. “Our tradies are such an important part 

of the build,” says Nick. “We all come to work with a 

great outlook on life and our work. We take extreme 

pride in our craft and this is apparent in our happy 

workplace and masterful build of a house that becomes 

someone’s home.”

“One of the unique services our building company 

off ers is interior design and decorating,” adds Nick. 

“Maree and Ann are the strong connection with our 

suppliers, such Solomons Flooring Capalaba and 

Amanda Fullam who do all our carpets and window 

treatments. Much discussion with the client takes place 

to ensure all the aspects of the build come together.”

Using the Hamptons as its inspiration, O’Shea & Sons 

Builders have built a home that delights the owners and 

welcomes visitors to share the breathtaking project. It 

highlights the company’s talents in design, creativity 

and luxury home building, while taking into account 

environmental considerations. Serene and fl ooded with 

natural light, this beautiful double-storey abode will be 

a hard act to follow. HD osheabuilders.com.au

we love 

THE STRONG FOCUS 

ON TIMBER THAT SETS 

THE TONE FOR THE 

ENTIRE SPACE 

The striking foyer that 

makes a great fi rst 

impression on guests 
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PROJECT PARTNERS
A shout out to the quality suppliers who helped make this home possible

CABINETRY

ALLFIT CABINET SOLUTIONS

W: allfi tcabinetsolutions.com.au

M: 0415 972 034

E: sales@allfi tcabinetsolutions.com.au

CURTAINS 

AMANDA FULLAM 

CURTAINS

W: newview.net.au

M: 0422 165 783

E: amanda.fullam@bigpond.com

CARPET SOLOMONS 

FLOORING CAPALABA

W: solomons.com.au/store/capalaba

P: (07) 3245 5700

E: solomons@capalabafl ooring.com

HARDWARE

MITRE 10 MEGA, BEENLEIGH

A: 204 Main Street, Beenleigh Qld 4207 

(located at Exit 35 on M1, Pacifi c Highway)

W: woodmangroup.com.au

P: (07) 3441 9500

CLADDING:

SCYON (JAMES HARDIE)

W: scyon.com.au

Sultan's Blinds&
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What service does your company provide?

We are a small family building company specifi cally 

concentrating on making a diff erence to people’s 

lives. Our focus is on improving our communities by 

designing, building and decorating homes based on 

purpose and values and engaging contractors and 

suppliers who share our vision.

How and why did you get into the 

design/building industry?

Initially my interest in the building industry started 

long ago when my husband was a mere 19-year-

old undertaking a carpentry apprenticeship. I was 

there helping with the college assignments and 

advanced studies. Back then women didn’t really 

pursue a career in the building industry. I had a 

successful career in government as I advanced from 

an administration offi  cer right through to executive. 

Then out of the blue I had an “a-ha moment”. From 

there I attended retreats, undertook studies, met 

some incredible individuals and focused on creating 

a life where I could make a diff erence. 

How does your business work now?

Now my husband and I work mostly for our son Nick. 

For O’Shea & Sons Builders, the interior design and 

decorator servic e is integral to the building process. I 

share the role with my colleague Ann Gillis, from Ann 

Gillis Design. Ann takes the lead in our renovations 

while I’m involved in all the new builds. Collaboration 

is key. Ann and I bounce ideas off  each other, which 

results in enhanced outcomes for our clients.

What are some of your most popular designs 

and why?

The Hamptons style is very popular and I can totally 

relate to why it resonates with people. Interiors and 

exteriors are extremely elegant and are very close 

in style to our Queenslander. I personally prefer 

contemporary/modern design, mostly because it is 

more aligned to my values. I’m very committed to 

sustainability and that means making good choices 

when it comes to products and fi nishes that are 

good for the environment, and which make my life 

trouble free.

What precautions do you take to make your 

pieces environmentally friendly and sustainable?

We pride ourselves on aff ordability, sustainability 

and liveability. These ideas are now so ingrained 

in our work that I fi nd it hard to think of them 

separately. When I refer to sustainability, it’s not 

just the physical aspects of the building but the 

personal and social ones too. We try to make 

homes liveable for everyone regardless of age, family 

needs or changes a person may experience during 

their lifetime.

What colours, textures and furniture pieces 

do you love the most?

A theme is a great way to create consistency and 

fl ow throughout a home or a room and it can be 

the diff erence between balance and chaos. Try to 

match styles with furniture and decor. The overall 

theme should refl ect your lifestyle, personality 

and how you want the room to “feel” when people 

walk in. I try not to stray past about four colours 

internally and externally. Selecting the right colours 

brings together a complete look and theme with 

ease and can be really eff ective in decorating or 

restyling the home. I always ask clients what mood 

and feel they wish to evoke. Bright colours can 

add energy and fun, darker colours can be more 

sophisticated and trendy, and neutral colours can 

be homely and soft.

What are your design dreams and goals?

I’m proud to be able to stand here today and say 

I’m the happiest I’ve ever been, and that’s due to 

doing the work I love. I am living my calling. HD  

osheabuilders.com.au

ONE OF 

A KIND
Maree O’Shea is an interior 
designer who tweaks tradition
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How did you start doing what you do?

Some say I was born to be a builder. I follow 

in my father’s footsteps, as well as my mother’s, 

who was an interior designer. I think this played 

a big role from an early age because I found 

a passion for creating new and wonderful 

spaces. It’s the creative side of me that loves 

turning a dream into a reality.

Why is building needed?

We all need a home to live in but at O’Shea & 

Sons Builders we believe your home should be 

your happy place. It needs to incorporate all the 

things that make you happy and comfortable. We 

know how to achieve this, with our clients’ needs 

put fi rst.

What are the things that your customers 

want to know about your fi eld?

How much is this going to cost me? Yes, price 

is important and a budget is crucial in making 

a project actually get off  the ground in the 

fi rst place. But it’s very important to choose 

a builder who will be able to deliver on the things 

that mean the most to you. Often expectations 

of price versus reality can be two diff erent 

things. Choose a builder who you feel you can 

have a good working relationship with, and work 

at achieving your primary goals from the start 

within your budget.

The second most common question is, how 

long will it take? Naturally, the size of the build 

has a bearing, as well as our existing schedule. 

It’s critical that we only take on the volume 

of work that we can deliver on. It’s all in the 

preparation and planning. The time spent on 

planning and defi ning the specs can drastically 

improve the build time.

Are there any common misperceptions about 

the building industry?

There’s a belief that builders are out to pull 

the wool over clients’ eyes. Yes, there are 

cowboys out there, as in most industries, 

but 95 per cent of builders try to provide 

professional services to help you achieve 

your dreams. It’s very important to research 

who you are going to be working with and 

get testimonials from previous working 

relationships. After a few conversations, 

you will soon know the type of builder you 

are looking at.

What are the best ways for a consumer 

to get a great outcome in this fi eld? 

Involve the builder from the start. Find a 

good designer/architect and work together as 

a team in order to get an outcome that suits 

your desires and your budget. It’s all about 

collaboration. One of our interior designers calls 

it “the collaboration of the minds”. If potential 

clients could capture the buzz and interaction on 

our building sites, they would soon realise we are 

a happy bunch. All our trades are like extended 

family. There’s lots of banter, laughs and hard work 

all rolled into one. So if the measure was workplace 

satisfaction, O’Shea & Sons would be up there 

with the best.

Is there anything else you’d like to add?

Builders are generally highly skilled and educated 

tradespeople and also successful business owners. 

Their time and experience should be valued. Your 

builder is the person you will deal with the most, rely 

on the most and trust the most throughout your 

project. It’s a very important role in one of the biggest 

investments in your life. Make sure this relationship is 

solid. This requires trust and appreciation from both 

parties. HD osheabuilders.com.au

BUILDING ON 

A STRONG 

FOUNDATION
Queensland’s promising builder Nick 
O’Shea tells us more about his job
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